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County of Hun@oldt
FINAYL NECATIVE DECLARATION
for the
Hammond T'rail

Novembsx 15, 1979

Projeact: Hammond Trail
applicant: * Hurboldt County Departiment of Public Vorks

1106 Second Sirezt
Eureka, CaA 95501

Mr. Donnld C. Tuttle
Batural Resources Divisicen
527 "p" Street

Eurela, CA 95501

(707) 445-7741

Project Location: ©The trail is located about ovnn guarter mile cast
cf vz Preific Oceun near the community of McKinlevville in nuw'q Jc
County, Czlifornia (see map in attacled Initial St Ldy) 1t is loc-
ated in Szection 6 and 7, TGN, R1E, and Sections 18, 19, 30, and 21,
T.il',, Rll:o '

Projackt Duscrivticn: Construct a five mile resveational trail from
Mad {ivesr to Cl«ﬂ Beach County Park ulong un cid railroad bud. Two
suparats puLdo uld ke coastructed: uvae for bicyclas, and one for
liorszs and P'J:S-Ildna. Eoth paths will Le c;ght feet vida,

Phasze I Ass,"rorg Yarce). #'s and Proparﬁy_Owners:

£11-011-06, 51i~224-33, 511-331-02, 511-341-01, 511-351-01, 510-271~

Louisiana Pdcific Corporation
Eanoz, A 95564

511-06i-C1 e . Portion of 508-211-52

Haurice D. Letz, Jr. i Lennox and Carol Lewis
.0, Box 2903 ’ s 770 Niller PRozd
McXinleyville, CA 95521 McXinleyville, Ca 95521
Portion of 500-211-51 Pertion of 508-211-52
Wayne and Vir gi1i5 l'unson Lavrence Wade

80 Siuth Strowet ) Cixrol Sabla

Arcata, Ch 85521 P.O. Doz 4458

Arcuti, Ch 95521
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se 1T Assessors Parcel #'s and Property Owners:
508-224-39, 508-224-36, 508-291-39

iVmsoeunw suCific Corporation
Samna. CA 95564

;08-224-48 | Portion of 508-291-41
>nard and Audrey Shumard ' Forester and Margaret Howell
0 Columbus Avenue -815 School Road

ichinieyville, Cn 95521 Arcata, CA 85521

ortion of 508-301-24 Portion of 508-241-42

opbert and Esther Johnson George and Arlene Goforth

63 N 500 East SP 29 Forester llowell |

t. George, Utah 84770 864 Fickle Hill Road

Arcata, CA 95521

ax Code Area: 112-001 .

oning Designation: Unclassified except 511-061-11 is AGB-5(5)

't ral Plan Designation: Timber or thick underbrush

.o ms
]

exmiis Noguired: Coastal Commission Permit granted November 15, 1978

indings: After preparation and review of the Initial Study, it

demermined that the proposed project will not have any sign-
;ant «dverse effects on the environment,

:€W:  The draft Negative Declaration was posted for 20 days - i
rom October 5 through October 25, 1979, for public review. |
cmments were received and incorporated into the final
egative Declaration, ;
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INITIAL STUDY

for
Hanunond Traii'

Prepared by B i

Natural Resources Division -
Department of Public Works
County of -llumboldt -

Project Background:

The Humboldt County 1vails Plan was adopted in June, 1979 by the Humboldt
County Board of Supervisors. The Plan outlines the needs of County resi-
dents and proposes a plan for meeting those needs with the development of:

a 00untyrw{de't£ailé system accommodating bicyclists, hikers-and equestrians.
The trails plan involves the Eonstruction of all-ncw trails, the designa-~
tion of existing useable routes and selected new construction to tie other
routes together toward providing a coordinated trail metwork offering the

public alternatives to motorized travel,

' The Board desires to implemént that portion of the Plan which includes
the Hammond Trail. This trail, running along the western edge of
McKinleyville will link the Arcata Bo}toms area with McKinleyville and
Clam Beach Park. An alternatiQe to the Mad River freeway bridge will be
provided for non-motofizeq traffic by use of an existing abandoned
railroad'bridge to cross the Mad River. The trail will provide a number
of access points to the McKinleyville a;ea, providing a-continuous hiking

ond equestrian trail for five miles. Bicycle facilities will be con-

structed only between Mad River Roaq;ahd Murray Road and will be Class 1

o s
(State Criteria).

.

Project Location:

[ ]
The project is located for the most part within the old cxistinﬁ railroad

bed previously owned by the Louisiana Pacifiec Corporation. The right of
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vay 1s the abandoned site of the lammond Lumber Conpany's logging railroad
1inking the company's facilitics at Crannell with tracks in the Arcata
arca. Specifically the project is located in Sections 6 and 7, TON, RI1E;
Sections 18, 19, 30, and 31, T7N, R1E. Sec attached maps.

Project Descrintion:

The proposed trail will involve the construction ‘of separate bicycle -
and hiking and equestrian paths. The bicycle'path will be gaved and
approximately eight.feet'wide where not a part of an existing roadway.
The hiking and equestrian path will be approximately e;ght feet wide
with a clearance height of approximately 10 féet. The ;pecifications for
the proposed trails are given in the Appendix.

The trail will be located on the existing railroad bed which 1is over-
grown in some places, but intact for the most of ite length. The trail g

will also be located along existing roads whenever possible.

The following is a description of the proposcd facilities and the location

from south to north.

The project will begin on Mad River Road (Co. Rd. #41L680) at the existing
raflroad bridge across the Mad River. A short paved section for bicycles
within the wide un-paved arca at this point will ledd to a ramp for both
riders and hikers rising to the deck of the bridge. A ramp at the other

end of the bridse will connect to Fischer Road.

The accommodation of rider/hikers on the bridge will requife the most
significant expenditures of the trail project. The bridge deck is
approximately 20 feet above ground level at both ends of the bridge.

A new deck will be laid on the existing stringers.
Both approaches to the bridge will require the construction of ramps.
]

Jetailed drawings have not been developed for these approaches; however,

as currently conceived, the ramps will be constructed of woodun members
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in a cross-braced, trestle-type affair. Ramp grades will pro-
bably bz six to seven percent; however, considarable cost savings
could be realized by increasing the grade to 10 percent. Thesc
rinps will be constructed to align with the bridge.

Figure 1 shows the proposed Hammond Trail.

North of the bridge the trail will follow Fischer Ranch Road,
currently a gravel road for the first quarter mile. The projact
will include paving this road to accommodate bicycle travel. A
horse and hiking trail will be constructed at the road margin.

Where the exzisting pavement on Fischer Ranch Road begins nerth
to School Road, the trail will be located in the County road
right of way on the east side of the road. From School Rczd

to Hiller Road the -trail will be located in the 0ld railrozd
right of way on the east side of Fischer Ranch Road. North of
Hiller the trail will follow the McKinleyville Community Ser-
vices District right of way for approximztely.1/3 mile to where
the trail branches. The vest branch of the trail will follow
the old railroad grade north and will be for hikers and equest~
rians. The east branch will be for bicyclists,

The west branch for horses and hikers will follow the old rail-
road grade north to Murray Road. The trail will then coantinue
north 1 1/2 miles along the bluff to the vicinity of the existing
viztlL piiunt on Highway 10l. -North of the vista point, the main
trail will continue parallel to liighway. 101 aad end at ¢he Clam
Beach County Park parking lot. A spur of the trail will leave
tho =~ivlrezd grade in the vicinity of the Vista Point and b=ar
northwest through the sand dunes to the beach. The spur will
provide an alternate beach route to the Clam Beach County Park.

The east route for bicycles will involve a 1000 foot section of
paving to reach the end of Bolier Avenue., The bike trail will
follow Bolier Avenue north to Murray Road. Here, the Hammond
Bike Trail will end and join the Fieldbrook Trail of the County

PNee e TV e MY o
- e emveass

Construction activities from the beginning of the.West Branch to
Clawr Beach will involve grading and surfacing of the trail as
nceded, the repair of damaged portions of the grade, the clearing
of vegetation and the improvement of drainage where needed.

Other project details will include the installation of signs and
striping at intersection in accordance with standards described
.in the appendix as well as barriers and fences to restrict ORV
use of trails and protect edjacent land uses. Details for these
featurces are described more fully in the nmitigatioh measures
suggested for land use effccts. ..
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ight of Way Acquisition

jon will occur in two phases.

th. trail right of way acquisit
th of Hiller Road on TFischer Ranch

>hase I will start 500 feet sou
hean and extend north on the old railroad grade to Clam Beach

sounty Park. Phase II will start at School Road and follow
Z. .+~ mpnch Road north on the railroad right of way to the

B W SUDRRRIEREP S S
south end of Phase I.
sor Phase I, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors entered
{nto cooperative agreements witn the California Department

of rransportation and the State Coastal Conservancy. These
agencies will allocate $17,500 each towards the purchase of

the Phase I right of way.

will be acquired in Phase I of the trail

right of way and uppraised by CalTrans: 511-011-06, 511-224-38,
Fyi_s731-02, 511-341-01, 511-351-01, 510-271-77, 511-061-01,

Phd TSN Ve .
and a portion of 508-211-51, 508-211-52, and 508-211-53.

The fcllowing parcels

Phase II of the trail right of way acquisition will require
appraisal by the County of parcels 508-224~39, 508-224-48,
508-224-36, 508-291-39, and portions of 508-301-24, 508-291-42,

508-291-41.
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THE ERVIRONMENTAL SETTING, POTENTIAL EYFLCTS AND MITIGATION MFASUﬁES

PROPOSED TO MINIMIZE THE EVFECTS OF TIHFE PROJECT:

Cumclative Effects:

The proposed llammond Trail is a component of the County Trails Plan
adopted by the County Board of Sgpcrvisors. The Trails Plan includes a
number of othe} trails in the County which will eventually be constructed
and used. The environmental effects of the entire plan have been con-

sidered in a Master EIR. It addresses the overall cumulative concerns

regarding the implementation of the Trails Plan.

This Initial Study on the Hammond Trail identifies the specific poteﬁtial
effects of the llammond Trail and proposes speciﬁic mitigation mecasures
which could be applied to avoid or minimize the effccts. Many of the

recommendations in this Initial Study were drawn from the Master EIR.

Topopraphy, Geology and Soils:

The proposed trail route traverses a variaty'of terrain and geology;
ranging from relatively level alluvial bottomlands in the vicinity of the
Mad Kiver, to the top and steep face of the coactal terrace upon which
McKinleyville is located. The morthern most portion of the trail will
traverse recently stabilized sand dunes and the sandy shore of the
Pacific Ogean along Clam Beach. While the trail route traverses slopes
which range from level up to 100 percent, the actual trail is geantly
slivyped being an abandoned railroad grade. Trail construction will
require very little grading.. Drainage was provided in original construc—
tion of the railroad grade culverts. The repair of cleaning of old
culverts will be nccessary in some locations along the trail although
most of the original grading and drainage culverts are in good condition.
Grading will be requircd to prepare the trail site across the dunes in
the vista point area. Some of the drainage culverts along the right-of-
way have failed, causing erosion of the orlginal embanlment which

necessitates repair work. To avoid similar problems in the futurce, the

proposed trail will be malntained regularly,
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The project will have no significant effect on soils. The trail will
be located on cxisting disturbed soils which are marginally productive.
If construction ascross the bottomlands near the southern end of the trail

encroaches on agricultural land, minor losses of prime agricultural liand

will occur. Assuming a taking of a ten foot strip of land will result in
a loss of approgimately 1.3 acres of agricultural land. The trail will

be confined to the existing fenced roadway throughout this area..

Erosion due to construction will be negligible if the trail is properly
engineercd and maintained. However, hiking and equestrian tralls will
be surfaced with chips, gravel or other non-erosive material to minimize

erosion. Wind erosion in the sand dune area is a potential issue but

was found to be insignificant in the Trails Plan Master EIR.

Stability:

The trail site is relatively stable throughout as evidenced by the
'generally good condition of the railroad grade after not being maintained
for many decades. A few minor slumps are jocated north and south of
Yuciay Nead which have been caused by poorly maintained drainage culverts.
h Unless these conditions are corrected, erosion and slope failure will
continue threatening the trajl route as well as uphill propertics. These
arcas will be stabilized using cribbing, retaining walls and/or other
enginecriﬁg solutions as needed. To avoid further failures, the trail
snd Arainage culverts will be maintained regularly. Due to the
difficulty of access for mointenance vehicles, drainage design will

emphasize low maintcnance-type facilities.

Potential conflicts with the most significant slide, located just south |

of Murray Road, will be minimized by Jjocating the bike trail along

Bolicr Road, thus reducing the width of trail required at this point ’j

to that rcquire& for hiking and cquestrian use.
]
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Hydrolopy:

The proposed trail route crosses thie Mad River, Widow White Creek; other
minor ephemeral drainages and passes a number of small ponds. The clearing
of the route and'paving of the bike trail will froduce minor increases in
runoff to local streams bhut will have no significgnt effecct on their
flows. Drainage culverts located along the frail will be repaired or
cleaned as nesded and checked for adeguacy in handling project generated
runoff. The trail route crosses a drainage ditch in Section 36 which will
be culverted. The existing bridge crossing of Widow White Creek should

be adequatc for hiking and equestrian use. However, the wocden shoring

of the bridpe 1s deteriorating and will be repaired to avoid further
damage to the bridge. Erosion has caused the failure of portions of the

roadwaj in the vicinity of the bridge. The bridge itself may also require

some repair and maintenance.

Drainage of the trail route for % mile north of Widow White Creek is
currently poor due to obstructions in drainage culverts. This area.
supports marsh vegetation to a varying degree. The trail route should

te chozon to aveid ponding and appropriate drainage culverts installed

to provide drainage and minimize ponding along the route. 1f ponding
conditimns cannot be avoided with minor drainage changes or repairs, these

areas will be traversed.with boardwalks to minimize damage to the marsh.

Preparation of the Mad River crossing will involve the construction of
approach ramps to match the grade of the bridge deck. During flood con-
diticn these ramps could inhibit the flow of floodwaters either directly
or by trapping decbris which could further inhibit flow. This inhibition
or backwater effect could increase the flood stage in the vicinity of the
bridge increasing flood hazards to local residen;es and agricultural

uses. This potentjal effect will be incorporated into the final design

of the approach ramps and no structure will be erected which will cause

an increase in flood stage greater than that allowed by the Federal Flood
Insurance Program. The full range of design altcrnativc? will be explored

before construction which will include alternative alignments and materials.
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Water Quality:

The proposed trail route traverses the Héd River, Widow White Créek, a
number of small to large ponds through the dune area, and one pond at

the mouth of Widow White Creek. Several areas of the trail route are
marshy with poor drainage. TPotential water quality effects include
increased siltation of these water resources from the 2xposure of mineral
soils during trail construction and the contamination of surface waters
"by horse droppings. The avoidancelof these effects was discussed in

the Master EIR and avoidance measures included the following; surfacing
.trails with wood chips, gravel or other materials to reduce erosion,
locating trails as far from waterways as possible; an? providing bridges
at stream crossings to reduce the potential for direct contamination.

The last measure is already incorporated into.the trail p;an as existing
bridges will be used to cross the Mad River and Widow White Crezk. Ponds
along the trail route shall be avoided and a buffer strip of vegetation
will be retained between the trail and any water resources. Na;shy areas
will be avoided or crossad with bozrdwalks or bridges to avoid direct

contacts with water resources.

Air Quality / Climate:

The potential for significant effects in this area was found in the
Master EIR as insignificant. The pfbject will have the potential for
improving air quality by providing alternates to motorized transpcrtation

and reducing automotive-related pollutant emissions.

Wildlife:

The proposed trail route traverses a’ variety of habitats including, from
south to north agricultural lands, coastal coniferous forest, riparian
and marsh habitat and duncs which are highly disturbed f£from the natural
condition. From the Mad River to the end of Bolier Road; the trail
route is highly disturbed (mostly an existing road) and{offcrs little in
" the way of wildlife habitat. From this point north, the route ic rela-

tively undisturbed and lightly usced and is mostly ovbrgrown with notive
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brush specics. The route, north of Widow White Crcek for ¥ mile, is
frequently marshy and many spots along the trail support riparian type
vegetation. The trail passes thirough the backdune area which céllects
== from the dunes and bluffs to the east and supports similar
_~+-+ion types. See Vegetation section (Appendix B).
The wildlife values of these riparian and wetland vegetation types is
well documented and a number of'field observations have confirmed the
wildlife use along the trail route horth of Hiiler Avenue. The M@d
River bridge is frequented by kingfishers fishing the Mad River. The
river gravel bars and riparian vegetation are used by a variety of shore-
birds, ;ading birds, waterfowl and song birds. The agricultural larnds to
the north support resting shorebirds, a variety of passérine birds es
vell as small mammal populations. Wildlife use between this area and
Hiller Avenue is limited to human-tolerant specles which use this
heavily developed area. The forested areas to the north support a
variety of birds as well as large mammals. South of Murray Road, mammal
use is limited by the number of existing homes and fﬁe heavy use of the
trail route by local residents. The route from Murray Road north is
relatively undisturbed and the dense growths of brush supports a variety
of bird species and provide cover for mammal activity. Beaver are known
to use the ponds at the mouth of Widow White Creek and other water
aséociated mammals could probably be found in this area. The dune areas,
Gue o itheir disturbed nature and latk of diversity probably support
1imited nunber of wildlife species. However, a variety of birds have

been sighted in similar areas and small mammal populations appear to be

iela A...Lvul_; ;u:d\")'.

The construction and clearing of the trail route involves the removal

of native vegetation in the overgrown areas of the trall. Total vege-
tation removal, amounts to as much as 3.6 acres sprecad over approximately
2.5 miles. The opening of the trail will involve increases in human use
of alrecady disturbed areas. New human use in undisturbed areas may result
4n disturbance to human-intolerant wildlife species fouwd along the route.
Pisturbance will be intcrmittent and will not occur durfng night time

hours to any significant degrece but may involve periodic interference
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‘with the activities of wildlife using the area. The greatest potential
for disturbance lies in the potential for disturbance fron off-road
venicles (6RV'5) 11legally using the trail. Such use will increase
nolse levels and the potential disturbance along the trail significantly.
No rare or endangered species are known to use the project route. No

raptor nests are known in the area.

As described in the Master EIR, the disturbance of ﬁarshy areas will

be minimized by the use of stepping stones, bridgees or boardvalks for
crossings to protect wetland quality end restrict use to the trail route
4n thece areas. Vegetation removal will be limited to_that necessary
to achicve the standards described in the Appendix. ORV's will be pro-
hibited by ordinance fjom using thesc trails end a stiff fine iamposed
on of fenders. Voluntecer law“enforccment will come from the trails
council and regulations proposed in the Trails Plan and Master EIR will
be adopted and implemented by the County.

Archaeolcpical and Historical Resources:

There are no known archacological resources located along the trail
route. The route has been extensively disturbed during original con-
struction of the railroad grade and further work will not have a eigni-
ficant effect on ;rchaeo]ogical resources. However, if any artifacts

or other materials are uncarthed during construction, NICPA will be
contacted imsediately and the archaeologists recommendations for handling

the resource will be implemented. i .

The Hlammond Trail is considered an historical rcséurce.becausc the trail
4s 2 foxmer railroad grade. The congéruction of the proposed trail will
serve to enhance the understanding of the lhistorical value and is com-
patible with tbq Tesource.

N L}
The existing bridge over the Mad River serves as a prominent historical

resource. The bridge was originully connccted to the existing grade

B25






to the south by trestle and a trestle also joined the bridge to the
existing grade at the top of Fischer Road to the north (Pialorsi, 1979).
This trestle was approximately 1700 fect léng. The bridge will umake an
excellons site for an historical marker highlighting early lopging

activities.,

" Near the northern end of the railroad grade is a short woodcen trestle

which will be of historical value in connection with the railroad and |
trail use. The trestle will be preserved and highlighted with an inter-

pretational sign installed along the trail route to enhance its historical

value.

Land Use:

The proposed trail site is located along the existing Hammond Lumbler
Company (now owned by Louisiana Pacific) railroad right-of-way which
will be acquired by the County of Humboldt prior to trail construction.

The trail will be located entirely within this right-of-way with some
exceptions. Te section between Mad River Bridpge and School Read

- would be located within the existing County road

right-of-way. A 1000 foot section of bike trail will be located within

McKinleyville Community Services District right-of-way connecting the _
southern end of Bolier Road and the point at which the trail departs o
from the Humboldt Meridian. The northernmost portioﬁ of the trail will

leave the right-of-way to meander through Clam Beach Park which is entirely

County owned.

The right-of-way is bordered by a variety of privately owaned lands in a
variety of land uses. Adjacent to existing roads,.the first mile of the

trail passes through aéricultural and residential lands. The next mile,
ending at Murray Road passes through agricultural and timber lands and
is bordered by rural residential lands for the northern half mile. From
Murray Road noriﬂ, the right-of-way follows the base of the ocean bluff
with agricultural uses occupying the top of the bluff. The bluff and

the backdune arcas to the west are open space with native and introduced
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vegetation. A short distance north of Widow White Creek the ownership
changes to public as the trall enters Clam Beach County Park, a recrea-

tional area used for fishing, clamming and other recreational uses.

1ne naster EIR on the project found the Hammond Trail to be compatible
with all applicable County plans and policies. The Trails Plan itself
was adopted as part of the Recreation Element of the .County Gencral Plan.
The propose& trail as an introduced new use may.create the'potential

for conflicts with existing land uses. Where the trail is adjacent to
or vithin existing road right-of-way and travcllcd ways the trail will
dntencify use by opening a new through access. Existing access creates
problems for. adjacent ranchers with trespass and nssociated problens
including dogs chasing dairy stock. Problems will be minimal in
existing developed areas north of the agricultural lands and extending
north to Hiller Avenue ‘where the public use is estallished along the
corridor. However, existing problems may be increased in less developed

agricultural areas.

rrom Murray Road to the multi purpose trail branch south of Bolier Avenue
local residents presently use the railroad right-of-way for hiking and
equestrian use. Trail use will be i{ntensified in this area. Private
jands to the west are already subject to significant levels of trespass
and this activity.will be {ntensified. Other portions of the trail are
gimilarly used but only infrequently. These lands are currently in
timber production and ‘will not be subject to the same impucts associated
with agricultural lands. Impacts in these areas may take the form of

increased liability and fire hazard.

The potential for increased 1iability and fire hazard also exists north
vs iiueiu, Road but is limited by the density of vegetation in the area
and thec:.slope of the bluff which will tend to restrict use to the cleared
trail. The smnll settlement at the mouth of Widow White Creek, which is
particulnrly {solated, may be the subjcct of trespass apd vandalism as

acccss off the trail is available. ..
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The arca surrounding the trail between Hiller Road and the end of Bolier
Road is currently open space with potcntial.for agricultural use. The

opening of the trail will provide access to these unfenced private lands
bordering the trail on both sides, increasing the possibilities of tres-

pass and the harassment of livestock by trail users and theitr pets.

The potential effects will all be increased if illegal ORV use takes

place on the trail. Annoyance to neighboring residences and harassment

of livestock will be increased.

To reduce these potential effects, all trail entrances will be posted with
the rules and regﬁlations described in the Trails Plan and the Master EIR
régarging trail etiquette and trespass. The section of téail betueen
Bolier and Hiller Roads will be fenced on both sides (some existing
.fence on one side may be adequate) to restrict the passage of trail users
and their pets to adjacent private lands. All rules and regulatlions will
be enforced with stiff fines (infractional) and the possibiiities of
volunteer enforcement will be pursued to the fullest possible extent

with the County taking the lead. Proposea rules, regulations, and énforce-
went 1deas, described more fully in the Master RIR and Trails Plan, will
be implemented. Enforcement will be accompanied by a vigorous public '
education program which focusses on land use issues, increasing public

consciousness of landowner concerns.

ORV use of.the trail will not only create a nuisance for hiking and
equestrian users of trails but will also be an annoyance for adjacent
residents and agricultural uses which will be subject to increascd noise
levels. ORV use of any portion of the proposed trail, otber than existing
roads, will be prohibited by law and entry into the trail will be pre-
vented by the placement of barriers wﬁich will restrict their use at

trail entrances.

Noise:

]
Trail users will be subject to relatively low levels of noise as the

exisiing trail is lorated away from most development and significant
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noise sources. Traffic noise will be audible along Fischer Road but will
be insignificant. Adequate separation will be maintained between the
equestrian trail and the roadway to minimize conflicts. Low level freceway
noise levels from Highway 101 are audible to some porticns of the trail.

The ocean surf break provides the master source of background noise on

the trail from Murray Road north.

Increased use-of the trail route will involve.minor, insignificant increases
in noise ‘levels for the residents of the route, unless ORV's illegally use
the trails. The trails are not proposed for this use and ORV's will be
prohibited by ordinance and other law enforcement means. Other noise

increases will be limited to livestock noise and conversations of trail

users.

Utilities and Services:

Portions of the railroad right-of-way have be;n used by the McKinleyville
Community Services District (MCSD) for the placement of sewage collection
lines. To avoid potential conflicts between trail development and this
utility uvse, the MCSD will be consulted during trail design end will
.approve final pl&ns. MCSD and Pacific Gas and Electric may also maintain
other utility lines along the trail route. These entities will be con~
sulted to approve plans in order to avoid interference with service or

damage to cxisting facilities. .

Increased needs for services will be limited to the increase in the need
for law en}orccment scrvices to enforce trail use regulations if the
County Sheriff is to be responsible for patrols. As previocusly described,
voluntecr help from the Trails Council vill be used to the extent feasible.
llowever, a plan must be developed for this activity to empower voluntcers,
clarify responsibilities and provide }or adequate patrols as trail use
increcases. Should law enforcement become a burden to the County, effcrté
will be made té.have trail users fees charged to cover these costs. llow-

ever, a collection system will have to be developed. .
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Traffic:

Effects of the trail on traffic will be limited to conflicts between trail
users and automnobile traffic the roadway and intersections along the length
of Fischer Road as well as at the intersection of lliller Road. The poten-
tial exists for physical conflicts as well as noise of vehicles which

could frighten horses. The Trails Plan and Master EIR made specific
design recommendations (State Standards, see Appendix) for trail construc-
tion which.will be followed in order to maintain adequate trail/roadway
separation. These standards will be used in trail design as they have

been prepared to minimize safety problems and promote safe use of the

trail system.

Vicwshed Aesthetics:

Views along the trail route include agricultural lends, residential
development, coastal forest lands, the Mad River and the Pacific Ocean.
The proposed project will have no significant effect on sny viewshed from
the trail and will serve to provide more opportunities for enjoying
euizting vieus, The views from Mad River Bridge and the bluffside por-
tions of the trail are especially interesting. Views could be improved

in enme areacs by selective clearing of vegetation to provide wider view

openings to the west.

o @

Ten residences are loca;ed within 200 fcet of the trail above thic bluff
along.the.portion of the trail between a point ) mile south of Murray
Road north to the Highway 101 Clam Beach Overlook. This pertion of the
trail is currently almost completely free of foot traffic and visual
intrusion to these residences brivate property. Vegetation will be left
as a buffer from % mile south of Murray north to ﬁurray Road to prevent
visual intrusion. One residence located at Widow White Creck and within
150 feet of the trail has an open view of the trail. A fence will be
placed between the trail and residence and vegetation will be planted

to prevent visual intrusion to the property by trail usefs. One residence

north of Widow White Creek is located on tlie bluff 70 Ffeot above theé trail.
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The view from the trail to the residence is .well blocked by existing

vegetation.
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