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POPULATION

The 2010 Census population of Humboldt County was 134,623. According to the California Department of
Finance, the population as of January 1, 2017, was 136,754. The county has seven incorporated cities ranging
in size from 359 to 27,002 persons. Less than half, 46 percent, of the county’s residents live in incorporated
communities, while 54 percent of county residents live in the unincorporated areas of the county.

Humboldt County Population Trend 2012-2017
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POPULATION

2016 Humboldt County Population by Jurisdiction

27,002 17,775 11,917 3,372 1,419 1,147 359 73,608
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Humboldt County Population by Age
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EDUCATION

Humboldt County is home to two major institutions of higher education. Humboldt State University, a campus
of the California State University system, is located in Arcata. College of the Redwoods, the community college
for California’s North Coast, has a campus south of Eureka and instructional sites in Hoopa and Garberville.
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EMPLOYMENT

According to the Labor Market Information Division of California’s Economic Development Department, the
largest employment sectors in Humboldt County in 2017 are:

2017 Annual Average Employment by Industry
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EMPLOYMENT

Top Employers in Humboldt County

Bettendorf Trucking Mad River Community Hospital

Blue Lake Hotel and Casino Redwood Memorial Hospital

Cher-ae Heights Casino St. Joseph Hospital

City of Eureka Sun Valley Group
Costco Wholesale Target

County of Humboldt Health and Human Services | Umpqua Bank

County of Humboldt Office of Education United Indian Health Services

Eureka High School Walmart

Green Diamond Resource Company Winco Foods

Note: List is not ranked in order of employment size

Top 25 Humboldt County Principal Tax Payers
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COUNTY COMPARISON

Major Industry Groups Annual Sales by Business Category
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COUNTY COMPARISON

FY 2017-18 Budget Expenditures
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COMPARISON BY COUNTY FY 2017-18

Full Time Equivalent Positions 394 460 491 2238 981 1407 2007 653 4149 887 370
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INFRASTRUCTURE

Gas Tax Trends for Pavements
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Gas Tax Trends for Pavements

The gas tax is the single largest funding source for cities and counties, yet this is projected to decline
statewide and nationally.

Graph depicts a revenue source that is declining; 1) Partly due to declining gas consumption (more gas
efficient vehicles on the road); 2) Additional responsibilities for most local jurisdictions such as compliance
with ADA curb ramps and sidewalks.

Under the existing maintenance investment level, the state’s average local street and road Pavement
Condition Index (PCl) is projected to drop from 65 to 56 by 2026.

To bring the average pavement condition of the state’s local streets and roads into a state of good repair, or
Best Management Practices (BMP), the investment in pavement maintenance would need to increase by
more than four-fold.

The purchasing power of the state’s 18-cent per gallon base excise tax on gasoline has declined to 9 cents
per gallon, when adjusted for inflation and mileage.
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INFRASTRUCTURE

2016 Pavement Condition Index by County
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Only 54.8% of California’s local streets and roads are in good condition.

Average 2016 PCI

Major Local
Urban Streets 68% 66%
Rural Roads 65% 55%

Avg statewide PCl is 65

Itis clear that California’s local streets and roads network are not just at risk; they are on a continuous decline with an
average PCl of 65.

Source: 2016 Local Streets and Roads Assessment Save California Streets

Humboldt County PCIl Index by Period
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Humboldt County PCl indicates overall improvement since 2012; however, there is still a lot of work to be done to bring
the PCI from At Risk to Good. PCl indicates that major streets or roads continue to be in better condition than local
roads. In fact, rural local roads have the lowest PCI than any other category. 52 out of 58 California counties have an
average pavement condition that is either “At Risk”, or “Poor”.
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AGRICULTURE

Agriculture and livestock remain vital elements to the culture and economy of Humboldt County. The fol-
lowing graphs depict agriculture value trends and agricultural commodities as a percentage of production
with livestock, timber and nursery products as the largest producers.

2017 Annual Agriculture Value Trends
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