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Honorable Judge Joyce D. Hinrichs
Presiding Judge

C/O John Heckel, Foreperson
Superior Court of Humboldt County
825 Fifth Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Re: Civil Grand Jury Report: Earthquake, Flood, Tsunami: is Humboldi County Ready?

Honorable Judge Hinrichs,

The Humboldt Locai Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) appreciates the Grand
Jury's efforts to gain an understanding of the state of emergency dispatch centers

RECOMMENDATION AND RESPONSE

R3. The Humboldt County Civil Grand Jury recommends a formal feasibility study of
the formation of a Joint Powers Authority to consolidate the Emergency

Humboldt LAFCos response is focused on the function of a Joint Powers Authority (JPA}
for consolidated service delivery and LAFCos potential involvement in g feasibility study.
JPAS are statutorily permitted in accordance with the Joint Exercise of Powers Act
(Government Code section 6500 et seq.). which has been in existence since 1922. JPAs

JPAs are effective for coordinating the actions of local organizations for a common
objective, such as the Humboldt Waste Management AUthotity for waste management
and the Redwood Coast Energy Authority for energy issues, In the case of emergency
response, there are federal (e.g.. Redwoeod National and State Parks, Bureau of Land
Management) and state (e.g.. California Highway Patrol, CAL FIRE) organizations
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actively involved in dispafch, in addition to local organizations. Engaging all these
government levels in o Jpa seems unfikely, and could nvolve g lengthy process.

operations. Who would oversee this study is not clear. While the Grang Jury report
Clearly designates the Sheriff's  Office of Emergency Services for its first two
recommendations, the Report does not identify which agency or agencies would be

Please contact the LAFCo office if you have any questions or if we can be of further
assistance.

Sincergly,

Ml
Ceorge Willididnson

LAFCo Executve Officer
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