
The above statement is an impartial analysis of Measure A. If you desire a copy of the ordinance 

or measure, please call the elections official’s office at 707-445-7481 and a copy will be mailed at 

no cost to you. 

 

You may also access the full text of the measure on the county Web site at the following Web site 

address (www.humboldtgov.org/elections). 

IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE B 
 
The following impartial analysis of the measure was prepared by the office of the Humboldt 
County Counsel: 

The California Constitution provides a school district may issue general obligation bonds for 

construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement of school facilities, including 

furnishing and equipping school facilities, or acquiring or leasing real property for school 

facilities, with the approval of 55% of the voters of the district. 

Approval of Measure B will authorize the Board of Trustees (“Board”) of the Arcata Elementary 

School District (“District”), to issue general obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed $12.5 

million to be used only for modernization, renovation, expansion, acquisition, 

construction/reconstruction, rehabilitation, and/or replacement of school facilities of the District, 

including furnishing and equipping such school facilities.  The specific projects to be funded 

are described in the full text of Measure B. As required by law, the District’s Board certified it 

evaluated safety, class size reduction, enrollment growth, and information technology needs in 

developing the project list.  

Measure B provides that a citizens’ oversight committee will be established to ensure bond 

proceeds are properly expended. In addition, annual performance and financial audits will be 

conducted.  

Approval of Measure B will also authorize the District to levy a tax on the assessed value of 

real property within the District by an amount needed to pay the principal and interest of the 

bonds each year the bonds are outstanding. The District estimates the tax rate levied to meet 

the debt service requirements of the bonds will not exceed $30 per year per $100,000 of 

assessed valuation of taxable property. The actual dates of sale and the amount of bonds sold 

would be governed by the District based on the need for construction funds and other factors. 

If Measure B is approved, the tax rates necessary for payment of principal and interest on any 

bonds sold will be largely dictated by the timing of the bond sales, the amount sold at a given 

sale, market interest rates at the time of each sale (although in no event greater than the 

maximum bond interest rate allowed by law), as well as actual assessed valuation of taxable 

property in the District over the term of repayment 

Passage of Measure B requires approval by 55% of the voters voting thereon. 

• YES on Measure B will authorize the District to issue bonds in the amount not to exceed 

$12.5 million and levy a tax to pay the principal and interest of the bonds.  

• NO on Measure B will disapprove issuance of the bonds and levying a tax to pay for the 
bonds. 



Argument in Favor of Measure B 

 

Our schools are critical assets in our community and should be a top priority. Safe, 

quality schools protect property values and ensure student success. There have been 

some recent significant facility improvements at Arcata Elementary and Sunny Brae 

Middle School, but some district facilities remain in significant need of repair - including 

the Coastal Grove/Bloomfield site. Schools built years ago need updating and have 

maintenance/safety issues that must be addressed. 

 

Our children need your YES vote on Measure B! Measure B will update our schools, 

infrastructure and equipment to ensure that local children have the facilities needed to 

be able to prepare for high school and beyond. Measure B will protect the health, safety 

and security of Arcata children. We must invest in our local schools so they meet 

today’s safety, technological, and educational needs and better our community. 

 

Measure B has been placed on the ballot to address the most pressing needs. Measure 

B will: 

• Replace deteriorating plumbing and sewer systems 

• Make health, safety and security improvements 

• Modernize outdated classrooms, restrooms and school facilities 

• Replace outdated and energy inefficient heating, ventilation and air-conditioning 

systems 

• Improve playgrounds and playfields for school and community use 

• Replace temporary portables with permanent classrooms 

Measure B makes financial sense and protects taxpayers. 

• By law, all bond funds must be spent locally and cannot be taken by the State. 

• Spending must be reviewed and annually audited by an independent citizens' 

oversight committee. 

• Funds can only be spent to improve local Arcata schools, not for teacher or 

administrative salaries. 

 

Measure B upgrades, renovates and constructs school facilities, improves the education 

of local children, and maintains the quality of our community. That's something we can 

all support. Please join us and VOTE YES ON MEASURE B! 

 

/s/ Melissa Rose Anthony, Shoshanna, Youth Services Outreach Coordinator @ 

Humboldt County Library 

/s/ Stacy Atkins-Salazar, Arcata City Council Member 

/s/ Travis May, Los Bagels Co-Owner, Property Owner 

/s/ Sondra J. Schaub, Educator, Trainer, Rotary 

/s/ Jayce Walker, Owner Eco-Groovy Deals 
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