
The above statement is an impartial analysis of Measure A. If you desire a copy of the ordinance 

or measure, please call the elections official’s office at 707-445-7481 and a copy will be mailed at 

no cost to you. 

 

You may also access the full text of the measure on the county Web site at the following Web site 

address (www.humboldtgov.org/elections). 

IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE A 

 
INTRODUCTION. This initiative would impose new rules for cannabis (marijuana) grows in Humboldt 

County.  

 

BACKGROUND. After California voters made cannabis legal, County Supervisors adopted local laws 

regulating grows. 

 

Every California county must adopt a general plan regulating land uses. Coastal counties also adopt 

local coastal plans to regulate land uses in the coastal zone. Zoning ordinances must be consistent with 

general plans. This initiative amends the County general plan, local coastal plan, and zoning ordinance. 

 

Zoning permits are “discretionary,” i.e., issued by the Board of Supervisors, an appointed Commission, 

or staff after a public hearing; or “ministerial,” which typically means issued by County staff without a 

hearing. 

 

THE INITIATIVE. The measure would limit the number of grows which can receive permits after it is 

adopted to roughly one-third those now allowed. It would prohibit new grows larger than 10,000 square 

feet (a bit less than a quarter-acre). It would allow larger, existing, permitted grows to continue, but 

would not allow them to be expanded. It would also prohibit permits for new grows using mixed outdoor 

and indoor cultivation using lights brighter than 6 watts per square foot. Outdoor grows and those using 

dimmer lights could be permitted. 

 

Under current County laws, ministerial permits can allow up to 5,000-square-foot grows on parcels of 5 

acres or larger and up to 10,000-square-foot grows on parcels of 10 acres or larger. The measure 

would require discretionary permits for new or expanded grows over 3,000 square feet. It would also 

require permits for an increase in grow area or in the “number or size of any structures used in 

connection with cultivation.” This would include drying sheds, greenhouses, nursery rooms, water 

tanks, and solar systems. Growers could not hold more than one new permit. 

 

The measure would forbid the County to waive a public hearing on a new or expanded permit. It would 

require the County to notify property owners within a mile of a grow of hearings; currently the County 

must notify those within 300 feet.  

 

The measure requires applications for new or expanded grows on parcels served by private roads 

without centerline stripes to provide an engineer’s report confirming roads meet Category 4 standards. 

Those require two lanes along which parking is forbidden and which serve fewer than 100 parcels, 

each limited to one dwelling. It will require more water storage for some grows, phase out generators, 

require studies of new wells to show no impact on other wells, and further regulate diversions from 

streams. It would require the County, before renewing an annual permit, to conduct at least one, on-

site, in-person inspection on less than 24 hours’ notice to the grower, to find any permit or law violations 

at a grow have been fixed, and to investigate any comments or complaints about a grow. 



ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE A 

 

Humboldt County isn’t doing enough to protect our communities, water, and wildlife from 

commercial cannabis cultivation. Measure A closes loopholes in current ordinances, 

improves enforcement and public participation, and better protects our 

watersheds, people, and wildlife. Measure A also sets fundamental cannabis policy in 

the County’s General Plan and prevents politicians from weakening its protections 

without a vote of the people. 

 

Measure A would:  

• Protect rivers, streams, and wildlife by: a) extending the period during which 

water cannot be diverted from streams and rivers, b) requiring studies to show 

new water wells will not impact streams, springs, or other wells, c) phasing out 

generators, and d) improving coordination with state water and wildlife agencies.  

• Add a goal to the General Plan supporting small-scale, high quality 

cannabis cultivation.  

• Discourage future large-scale farms by: a) limiting new and expanded permits 

to 10,000 square feet of cultivation area, and b) preventing approval of multiple 

new, active cultivation permits for the same person or on the same legal parcel.   

• Limit the number of permits and acreage under cannabis cultivation by 

capping the total number of permits and acreage at levels five percent above 

those allowed by existing approved, unexpired permits as of March 4, 2022 – a 

substantial reduction from the County’s current cap of 3500 permits.   

• Protect vested rights and property rights. 

• Improve public participation and official accountability by requiring public 

hearings and better notice of permit applications. 

• Support effective enforcement by requiring annual in-person, on-site 

inspections, correction of violations, and investigation of public complaints before 

permits are renewed. 

 

Join us in charting a more sustainable future for Humboldt cannabis. Vote YES on 

Measure A . 

  www.cannabisinitiative.org 

 

 

/s/ Mark Thurmond DVM, PhD, Sponsor, Retired Veterinarian, UC Davis Faculty 

/s/ Elizabeth Watson PhD, Sponsor, Retired HSU Faculty 

/s/ Robert ‘Woods’ Sutherland, Environmentalist, Small Grower Advocate 

/s/ Ken Miller MD, Retired Physician, Director, Salmon Forever 

/s/ Mark Wheetley, Former Arcata Mayor, Retired CA DFW 

http://www.cannabisinitiative.org/


ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE A 

 

Humboldt needs a well-regulated legal cannabis industry, and Measure A is not the 

way! As advocates for our environment, public safety, local businesses, and small 

cannabis and food farmers, we urge you to vote NO on Measure A. 

 

Crafted behind closed doors by special interests, this 38 page citizen initiative would 

amend the General Plan to establish complex and unworkable restrictions only for legal 

cannabis businesses. Most of these broken rules could then never be fixed without an 

additional ballot measure. 

 

Measure A is anti-cannabis, anti-small business, anti-public safety, and anti-

environment, and would put thousands of jobs and millions in tax revenue at risk. An 

analysis from the Humboldt Planning Department found that Measure A “could [make] 

compliance so difficult that the legal [cannabis] market is rendered not viable in 

Humboldt County.” 

 

Measure A is NOT an environmental initiative and would likely produce negative 

environmental outcomes. The Planning Department’s analysis found Measure A would 

“discourage existing permit holders from modifying their permits in any way,” including 

“adding infrastructure intended for environmental protections” such as water storage or 

solar panels.  

 

An analysis by the non-profit 501(c)(3) environmental group Cannabis for Conservation 

found the initiative “lacks both environmental and scientific rigor” and would result in 

increased “regulatory hoop-jumping for farmers, with no measurable, quantifiable, or 

data-supported conservation benefits.”  

 

Measure A is NOT a public safety initiative. It has unworkable restrictions that would 

only apply to permitted farmers, not unregulated farms, thus further encouraging illegal 

cultivation. Legal farmers are already heavily regulated by the county, the state 

Department of Cannabis Control, the Water Board, and Fish & Wildlife. 

 

To protect the environment, small farmers, Humboldt’s economy, and public safety, 

please join us in voting NO on Measure A.  

 

/s/ Natalynne DeLapp, Executive Director, Humboldt County Growers Alliance 

/s/ Nancy Olson, CEO, Greater Eureka Chamber of Commerce 

/s/ Destry Henderson, President, Humboldt Deputy Sheriff’s Organization 

/s/ Jackee Riccio, Executive Director, Cannabis for Conservation 

/s/ Portia Bramble, Executive Director, North Coast Growers Association 

 

 



 

  

 

REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE A 

 

It’s time to get past the fear-mongering and focus on the facts about Measure A. 

 

Measure A IS an environmental initiative. Its stated purposes include protecting the 

County’s environment, promoting environmentally responsible cultivation practices, and 

supporting watershed and ecosystem health. 

 

Measure A supports water conservation and environmental safeguards by limiting 

further expansion of larger farms, requiring adequate water storage, phasing out 

generators, reducing stream diversions, and improving analyses of wells and roads. 

 

Measure A must be interpreted in a way that achieves its environmental purpose. 

The County Planning Department is wrong to say Measure A prohibits environmental 

improvements like solar panels and water tanks, which contradicts its pro-environment 

goals. 

 

Measure A bolsters enforcement of existing regulations by improving public and 

neighborhood notification, inspections, and coordination with water and wildlife 

agencies. 

 

Measure A does not eliminate legal cannabis cultivation. Existing grows could stay 

at their current size without expanding, and many smaller existing farms could expand 

up to a total of 10,000 square feet. 

 

Measure A was not “crafted” by “special interests.” It was developed and supported 

by regular people who are tired of the County’s ineffective enforcement of cannabis 

rules. Volunteers circulated the petitions, which more than 7,000 of your neighbors and 

fellow residents signed.   

 

The county needs stronger environmental rules for effective oversight. We believe 

Humboldt County can do better to protect its rivers, habitats, and watersheds. That’s 

what Measure A is all about. Vote YES on Measure A.   
 

/s/ Clarence Hostler Sr., Hoopa Tribe Ceremony Family Leader 

/s/ Melanie J McCavour MEnv, PhD, Former County Planning Commissioner, Biologist 

/s/ St.Clair Adams, Television Brodcaster 

/s/ Kristi Wrigley, Friends of Elk River 

/s/ Mark Thurmond DVM, PhD, Sponsor, Retired Veterinarian, UC Davis Faculty 



REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE A 

 

Don’t be fooled: most of the supposedly protective policies in Measure A are 

addressed by existing regulations, while the critical details are buried in 38 pages of fine 

print. 

 

Cannabis is already the most highly regulated crop in California. Comprehensive 

county and state review is already required for every permit, including review by multiple 

environmental agencies. Rigorous water, energy, permitting, and noticing regulations 

already exist under county and state law. 

 

Measure A is about micromanaging small farmers, not protecting the public. The 

real consequences of Measure A are in the fine print, like its definition of “expanded,” 

which restricts increases in “the number or size of any structures used in connection 

with cultivation.”  

 

Independent analysis confirms Measure A’s real consequences. The Humboldt 

Planning Department’s analysis states: “[Measure A] has been presented to preclude 

new large scale grows, but it will actually prevent existing permit holders, regardless of 

size, from being able to modify their permits to adapt to the evolving cannabis market 

and make strides towards greater environmental sustainability.” 

 

Taxpayers will pay the price. Measure A’s vague and poorly written language risks 

expensive litigation at taxpayer expense, while preventing common sense changes 

without another voter initiative. 

 

Public safety and the environment will suffer. Undermining Humboldt’s legal 

cannabis framework risks chaos in the hills as legal farmers are pushed out. 

 

Humboldt sees through Measure A’s false promises. Stand with environmentalists, 

public safety officials, city councilmembers, farmers and ranchers, and county 

supervisors to VOTE NO on A.  

 

OpposeMeasureA.com 

 

 

/s/ Mark Lovelace, former 3rd District Supervisor  

/s/ Tasha McKee MCorkle, self, 20-year Sanctuary Forest Water Program Director 

/s/ William Honsal, Humboldt County Sheriff  

/s/ John Casali, Huckleberry Hill Farms 5,000 square foot permitted cannabis farmer, 

CDFW fish-friendly certified 

/s/ Mario Fernandez, Humboldt Democratic Central Committee Chair & Eureka City 

Council  














































































