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Humboldt Waste
Management Authority

The Humboldt County
Local Task Force serves
in an advisory capacity to
individual agencies and
the HWMA towards the
implementation of the
integrated management of
solid wastes and
recyclables.

The Local Task Force is
also responsible for
assisting in the
coordination, review and
implementation the county
and cities 5-Year CIWMP
Report.

Humboldt County
Solid Waste Local Task Force-

Agenda-

Monday, January 23, 2023 (11:00 am-12:30 pm)
Virtual Zoom Meeting: https://www.zoom.us/
Meeting ID: 858 2163 0972

Passcode: 338681

Call In: 408-638-0968
Copies Available: Copies of the agenda materials are available electronically
upon request by emailing rpraszker@ci.eureka.ca.gov

1. Call to Order/Roll Call

2.  Teleconference Meetings- Discuss changes to State
emergency authorization for teleconference meetings and take
action as appropriate.

3. October 24, 2022 Minutes (attached) — Review & Approve

4. Jurisdiction Representative Reports- Receive updates and
take action as appropriate.

5. Election of Chair and Vice Chair

6.  Ongoing Discussion Items
1. Recycling

a. CA Redemption Value Buy Back Centers- Receive
update from Hambro; Take action as appropriate.

b. Curbside Recycling- Receive update from Linda
Wise, General Manager of Recology. Take action as
appropriate.

2. “Mandatory Organic Recycling” (AB1826) and “Short
Lived Climate Pollutants” (SB1383) - Group discussion;
Take action as appropriate.


https://www.zoom.us/

Zoom Meeting Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEldeiurTsjHdaBFVe2PYrcclealvEVqqlX/ics?icsToken=98tyKu
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a. Regional Food Recovery Manager- Receive update
from Jennifer Weiss, County of Humboldt.

7. Solid Waste Local Taskforce Resolution- Meeting Notices and Archiving
Protocol- Group discussion; Take action as appropriate.

8. Non-Local Task Force Organization Reports

This is a standing agenda item for non-member organizations to provide reports to the SWLTF on
their respective waste management topics.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

HWMA

Recology

Zero Waste Humboldt
LEA

CalRecycle

9. Proposed Future Tasks/Actions

The LTF will identify tasks or action items to be addressed at a specified LTF meeting.

10. Oral and Written Communications

13. Adjournment

a. Thistime is provided for people to address the Task Force or to
submit written communications concerning matters not on this
agenda. Task Force Members may respond to statements, but
any request that requires action will be referred to appropriate
agency staff for review. Reasonable time limits may be imposed
on both the total amount of time allocated for this item, and on
the time permitted to each individual speaker. Such time
allotment or portion thereof shall not be transferred to other
speakers.
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Meeting I1D: 858 2163 0972

Passcode: 338681

Call In: 408-638-0968
Copies Available: Copies of the agenda materials are available electronically upon request
by emailing rpraszker@eurekaca.gov.

1. Call to Order/Roll Call

Arcata Morguine Sefcik, Emily Sinkhorn
Blue Lake Trevor Pumnea

Eureka Robin Praszker, Jeff Raimey
Ferndale Not Present

Fortuna Merritt Perry

Humboldt Co. Jenny Weiss

Trinidad Eli Naffah

Rio Dell Kyle Knopp

HWMA Eric Keller-Heckman

Members of the Public

Frank Nelson — Recology

Linda Wise — Recology
Hambro Group

Krista Miller— Zero Waste Humboldt
C Chavez

Patrick Owen — LEA

Kathleen Strictly — CalRecycle
Ben Dolf — Humboldt DEH
Mario Kalson — Humboldt DEH
Omar — Edgar and Associates
Nancy Ihara

Laura

2. Teleconference Meetings

Motion to authorize remote teleconference meeting of the Solid
Waste Local Task Force, pursuant to Brown Act provisions due to a
state of emergency and imminent risk of in-person meetings as
Humboldt County remains an area of high COVID-19 transmission.
Kyle Knopp (Rio Dell). Second by Merritt Perry (Fortuna).

Public comment opened and closed at 11:06 am.
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Motion passed.

Ayes: Arcata, Blue Lake, Eureka, Fortuna, Rio Dell, Humboldt County, Trinidad
Noes: None

Absent: Ferndale

Abstain: None

3. Approval of July 25, 2022 Minutes

Motion to approve the minutes as submitted by Kyle Knopp (Rio Dell), second by
Merritt Perry (Fortuna).

Public comment opened and closed at 11:07am.

Motion passed.

Ayes: Arcata, Blue Lake, Eureka, Fortuna, Rio Dell, Humboldt County, Trinidad
Noes: None

Absent: Ferndale

Abstain: None

4. Jurisdiction Representative Reports
Eureka — Eureka’s focus has been on SB1383, the organics ordinance and franchise
agreement with the goal to get those going by the end of the year. Staff have been
working with consultant CSG and have been very happy with their services. Eureka
is partnering with Recology to put on an open house at the recycling center on
November 12", There will be tours of the facility, corn dogs (the perfect zero waste
food) and zero waste crafts. Eureka is planning to bring a letter of interest regarding
to organics.

Arcata — Arcata is similar to Eureka and is working on their ordinance with the plan
to have it adopted by January 1, 2023. Staff are also working with Kathleen
Gallagher of CSG Consultants on the franchise agreement.

Blue Lake — The City of Blue Lake is going to get a letter of interest submitted. Staff
toured the HWMA facility and met with Eric from HWMA to get up to speed. There
is a dump day/green waste day coming up on November 5",

Fortuna — Similar update for Fortuna, staff are working on the franchise agreement
like other jurisdictions. There was a January compliance deadline so the ordinance
will likely need to be updated. Staff are still waiting to hear back from CalRecycle
Enforcement. Fortuna will also bring a letter to City Council for HWMA like other
jurisdictions.
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Humboldt County — The County passed their ordinance earlier this year but are
making updates to it and are working out the county wide interdepartmental policies
and guidelines for enforcement. The County will also be contracting with CSG and
are also looking into non-franchise permit systems for areas that are outside of the
current franchise areas that have a population greater than 75 per square feet. Staff is
also working on SB1383 items.

Rio Dell — The City Council approved and issued a letter of interest for organics
which was sent to HWMA.

Robin Praszker (Eureka) — All HWMA members should have received an email from
HWMA regarding a letter of commitment for organics. Eureka will be submitting a
letter of commitment for City Council approval in November.

Jenny Weiss (Humboldt County) — The County will bring a letter of interest to the
board in November for organics to HWMA.

Morguine Sefcik (Arcata) — City of Arcata is similarly working on a letter of interest
to HWMA and the plan is to bring it City Council on November 16",

Ferndale— No report.

Trinidad — No report.
5. Ongoing Discussion Items
1. Recycling

a. CA Redemption Value Buy Back Centers
Hambro Group provided an update on CRV redemption. Operating

out of Arcata, Hambro Group started strong in April. Nearly 6
million items were handled in May and it has tapered down to about
3 million items with more material in Humboldt County. They are
doing some advertising, looking for other ways to get the word out
and welcome any other ideas. The state’s desired recycling rate is
80% and has fallen short to around 70%. One of the challenges has
been the closure of so many buy back centers across the state and
the rising fuel costs to travel to a buy back center. The state has
looked at a variety of ways to increase redemption. Hambro was the
recipient of an award for a pilot project to open two remote centers
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in Humboldt, one in Redway and one in Willow Creek. It is hoped
that when the funding for the pilot projects runs out, the centers will
be sustainable.

The remote center in Redway will require some additional work
such as permits and Planning Commission approval as it will be on
the same parcel, but not in the same location as in the past.

Staff will be meeting with CalRecycle grant team and should get an
indication on how long it will take to get a notice to proceed. They’d
like to open in time for the holiday season but that may be too
optimistic of a timeline. It is hoped that the pilot project will boost
the Arcata center to a higher level.

Willow Creek is ready to go as far as permitting but Redway will
take some time.

Mario Kalson (DEH)- Thank you to the Hambro Group for coming
to Humboldt County.

Krista Miller (Zero Waste Humboldt) — Thank you, Hambro.

Hambro Group — What we have been calling a recycling center in
Redway and Willow Creek is just for CRV buyback. The material
from both of these locations will be transported to Arcata where it
will be bailed and crushed.

Linda Wise (Recology) — Recycling is happening in Humboldt
County. Hambro is providing CRV buyback for a portion of
materials that can be recycled. Recycling is more than CRV
buyback.

Robin Praszker (Eureka) — Would Hambro like to attend the
quarterly meetings as this item is a standing agenda item?

Hambro Group — Yes, they would like to attend future meetings.

b. Curbside Recycling
Linda Wise, Recology, provided an update. Recycling
contamination curbside continues to be a problem and will be an
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issue that comes up with organics. Recycling contamination is
currently running around 20%-30% and finding tools to address it
will be important in the future.

Robin Praszker (Eureka) — Last year, we ran radio ads addressing
recycling holiday waste. Is that something that we’d like to do again
and cost share? Arcata, Humboldt County and Rio Dell expressed
interest in participating in a holiday campaign this year. Is there
anything we should know about Christmas tree recycling?

Linda Wise (Recology) — HWMA puts out some guidelines about
tree disposal. Thanks to Eureka for the messaging around apples and
pumpkins as Wes Green can’t take those.

Eric Keller-Heckman (HWMA) — Normally, HWMA releases
information about Christmas tree disposal the last week in
November. This gives staff time to reach out to local areas that will
be accepting the trees. Some tree stands will accept the trees back
after the holiday.

2. “Mandatory Organic Recycling (AB1826) and “Short Lived Climate
Pollutants” (SB1383)

a. Receive report from Humboldt County Environmental Health on
SB1383 Inspection Services

Mario Kalson (Humboldt DEH) — Contracting with the County for SB1383 Food
Recovery Inspection Program makes sense as the retail food code already requires
inspection at facilities and they already have working relationships with owners and
staff. This relationship can help ease the transition and changes. DEH will need support
from the Board of Supervisors as well as a contract giving them the authority to work in
the cities’ jurisdictions. The County does have old archived contracts with some of the
cities but updates are needed as the Health & Safety Code has changed over time and to
include current best practices. It is possible that there are more current agreements or
amendments that supersede what the County has on file. It is requested that cities check
their files and archives and share any agreements that they find with the County. DEH is
preparing a draft contract with County Counsel to provide an update contract with the
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cities. DEH will be following up with a letter to cities, a proposed draft contract as well
as the archived contract. As for timelines, Tier 1 inspections should be under way in
January 1%, which is an urgent issue. Letters to cities will go out in November, contracts
go to the Board of Supervisors in January for ratification, ordinance updates completed
by the Spring, with the potential for inspection services to start end of the third quarter,
beginning of the fourth quarter.

Ben Dolf (Humboldt DEH) — Consumer Protection Program already provides inspection
services to nearly all of the expected Tier 1 and Tier 2 facilities. One inspection per year
would ensure SB1383 compliance. The County ordinance, as well as any jurisdiction that
would like the County’s services, will need to require a registration for Tier 1 and Tier 2
facilities which would include a fee to cover the cost of services. The inspections would
consist of compliance of CA Retail Food Code and components of SB1383 by keeping a
contract with an edible food recovery program and proper record keeping. Any violations
of the Retail Food Code would be addressed onsite by County inspectors, any SB1383
violations would be reported to the relevant enforcement officer, whether an edible food
recovery officer or the City’s SB1383 enforcement. Corrections to SB1383 violations
can be done by email and may not require another onsite visit.

Jenny Weiss (County) — Wouldn’t the inspection need to be in person as the food to be
recovered would need to be separated from the business’s main stock?

Ben Dolf (Humboldt DEH) — The inspections will be onsite and one time a year this
inspection will include 1383 compliance.

Jenny Weiss (County) — The other piece would be handing out education information
about compliance, is that correct?

Ben Dolf (Humboldt DEH) — Handouts can be given while the inspector is onsite.

Robin Praszker (Eureka) — To clarify, cities should check their files/archives for a
contract and then the rest of the process will be prompted by Humboldt DEH by an email
or letter. Is that correct?

Mario Kalson (Humboldt DEH) — That is correct. A letter will be sent to the City
Managers along with the draft contract and current contract. The language from the older
contracts for DEH services has language that does not sunset, so it is still in effect as
written. The County will be updating these contracts and including language that sunsets
previous agreements. It is hoped that DEH and cities can come to a collaborative
agreement.
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Robin Praszker (Eureka) — Including edible food with waste management is new to
everyone, is it to be assumed that if a city has an agreement for the food safety
inspections that you already do?

Mario Kalson (Humboldt DEH) — Food Safety Inspection Program is provided by DEH
and is covered by this agreement. The compensation language is confusing and staff
aren’t aware of this being done this way for years. The practice would change to be more
closely aligned with the current process. The applicant would pay the County the
inspection fees, the city would pass an ordinance supporting that transfer of fees straight
to Environmental Health. Services unfunded by that relationship would be billed to the
City. This would be discussed in the contract.

6. Solid Waste Local Taskforce Resolution — Meeting Notices and Archiving
Protocol

Robin Praszker (Eureka) — With COVID, meetings have been virtual. As this
meeting has become more digitally based, we want to make sure that we are
following the resolution or updating it to better reflect the meeting functions.
Currently, the meeting agenda is posted at Eureka City Hall; however, there isn’t
a central webpage and with public engagement increasing, it is hard to find
meeting information. Secondly, we should be archiving meetings with the
County and while Eureka has been archiving them, staff doesn’t believe that this
information is making it to the County. How can we be more efficient and
accessible to the public?

Robin Praszker (Eureka) — Is there any interest in having a website/webpage for
this information?

Jenny Weiss (County) — Yes.

Morguine Sefcik (Arcata) — That sounds good. Would it be a stand-alone website
or is that up for discussion? There are other things to consider such as cost.

Eric Keller-Heckman (HWMA) — HWMA staff’s opinion is that the Solid Waste
Local Task Force should be the guiding force for waste in Humboldt County. It is
nearly impossible to get any information on action taken by this entity. HWMA
staff strongly suggest housing this information included recorded videos in one
central accessible place.

Eli Naffah (Trinidad) — Can a link be provided to everyone that can be shared
with the public?
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Krista Miller (Zero Waste Humboldt) — ZWH has an existing website and share

all of that information with the public and could be a conduit to help reduce the

cost of hosting a new site. Is there already something on the County website that
could be utilized?

Jenny Weiss (County) — Staff are in the process of being trained on the website
with plans to update the solid waste page. Staff can check with County IT to see
about creating a link from the County page to post a link to minutes. Staff will
report back.

Robin Praszker— The resolution does say that the LTF should be submitting
information to the County for record keeping. What would be the best way to get
this information to the County?

Linda Wise — These meetings used to be called 8939 Meetings and were held by
Environmental Health in the past.

7. Non-Local Task Force Organization Reports

This is a standing agenda item for non-member organizations to provide reports to the
SWLTF on their respective waste management topics.

1. HWMA - Eric Keller-Heckman provided an update. HWMA appreciates the
swiftness that jurisdictions are submitting the letters requested by the Board
of Directors regarding organics processing. HWMA has not stopped planning
or preparing for organics at the Hawthorne Street Transfer Station and won’t
be participating in any financial ways until the letters are received and JPA
amendments are approved.

2. Recology — Linda Wise provided an update. Recology is continuing to
support eWaste recycling at the Fortuna Transfer Station. There have been
challenges with franchise infringements in some areas and are in the process
of sending letters to prevent it from happening in the future.

Mario Kalson (DEH) — The franchise agreement is a gray area for the LEA as
they don’t manage franchise agreements on behalf of the County, they
regulate solid waste facilities. Public Works is also involved in managing
franchise agreements for the County. The LEA is trying to figure out where
they can assist within their responsibilities.
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Jenny Weiss (County) — Public Works is aware of the franchise
infringements. Staff has been working with County Counsel and will be in
touch later.

Robin Praszker (Eureka) — To Eric, is there anything in the HWMA
agreement to inform this topic?

Eric Keller-Heckman — No, there isn’t. If HWMA isn’t made aware of that,
they can’t try to collect and cover some of the Countywide programs.

3. Zero Waste Humboldt — Krista Miller provided an update. ZWH continues
to work with schools on the SB1383 requirements. ZWH is continuing to
build the organization to inform the public on specific point source reduction
and some makers spaces to upcycle materials in creative ways.

4. LEA - Patrick Owen provided a report. A one-page handout regarding
construction, demolition and inert waste was shared. There have also been a
few inquiries about organic waste projects. One was an update from Abu with
Ag-Grid Energy on their project with a dairy in the Ferndale area and they are
making progress. Another dairy inquired about co-compost green materials
with dairy manure and some CalRecycle permitting guidance was given. An
update can be provided at the next meeting.

Public Comment:

Laura addressed the SWLFT about concerns of diverting food waste to
anaerobic digestors and the creation of methane.

5. CalRecycle — Kathleen Strickley provided a report. She will also email an
update to members of the SWLFT. Annual reports and capacity reports were
due. There will be some upcoming SB1383 webinars and a few grants that
may be of interest with the due dates in February 2023. There was just a grant
for food rescue and there will probably be more opportunities in the future.

Eric Keller-Heckman (HWMA) — There is concern that jurisdictions are being
given differing information from the CalRecycle staff assigned to assist them
with compliance. Having one person oversee all jurisdictions in our area will
assist our approach to working regionally.

Kathleen Strickley (CalRecycle) — The staff assigned to the correction action
plan will be the one that stays with you through compliance. To reduce the
potential for bias, CalRecycle doesn’t want there to be any personal
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relationships with compliance staff and jurisdictions. To better understand the
community, compliance staff will connect with Spencer Fine and Kathleen
Strickley to get information on how things work in your area. Compliance is
completely separate from assistance. Corrective action plans are meant to
assist in compliance.

Eric Keller-Heckman (HWMA) — With each jurisdiction having a different
roadmap to compliance and having a different compliance staff person, it
makes working regionally difficult when it may be necessary for financial
reasons.

Kathleen Strickley (CalRecycle) — Will pass along the concerns and
suggestions expressed to compliance.

Jenny Weiss (County) — It’s concerning to hear that everyone will have a
different compliance officer especially when we are trying to work regionally.

8. Proposed Future Tasks/Actions
The LTF will identify tasks or action items to be addressed at a specified LTF
meeting.

Nothing to add to January’s meeting agenda.
9. Oral and Written Communications
Public comment:

Wendy Ring addressed the SWLTF regarding SB1383 and microplastics and
composting versus digestor.

Martha Waldon submitted a written comment, read by Robin Praszker (Eureka), in
support of composting locally.

10. Adjournment at 12:35 pm. Next meeting January 23", 2023 at 11:00 am by Zoom.
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